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REVIEW 
 
This very well thought out and put together little 
book describes and illustrates the 36 or so species of 
butterfly ever recorded or described from the 
Seychelles archipelago. 7 major museum holdings 
have been examined. 

Starting with an excellent section on the 
geography, which is generally poorly known outside 
the island, climate, vegetation and then the 
traditional sections on butterfly biology/mimicry/ 
biogeography and conservation aspects are all 
covered. There follows by a section on the individual 
species with an explanation as to the page layout. For 
each species there is a description, key 
characteristics, latin and common names, 
geographical distribution, biology and conservation 
considerations all provided. 

The research on the book has also unearthed 
some obscure literature on some strange endemics 
(some extinct or on the brink of extinction). There 
are sections on references and a glossary of terms for 
the lay person. Followed by 14 beautifully illustrated 
plates of all know taxa and finally indexes to the 
scientific and common names. 

The author and illustrator should be highly 
congratulated on the layout and structure of this little 
handbook. It cannot fail to attract the butterfly 
enthusiast. What is probably the most difficult 
constraint is awareness of where to order this book. 
Since there is more and more interest in the 
butterflies of the Afrotropical Region and the 
surrounding islands this is a must for any serious 
student and we hope that it will be easily available 
locally in the Seychelles. It can be ordered through 
Siripress at www.siriscientificpress.co.uk.  

Well done and thank you James and Malinda for 
an outstanding piece of work. 
 
Steve C. Collins 
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